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Harvesting Storie§ An initiative funded by the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities to record oral
histories from the Whitesbog communityoddy we
present a transcription of an interview with Buddy
Jeffersonbut the actual interview, (and others!) can bsg
seen this June at the 83@&\nnual Whitesbog Blueberry
Festival. Harvesting Storiedvideos can also be seen
at our website: http://www.whitesbog.org/whitesbog
history/harvestinestories
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years of work. Are you going to ask me my age? {Laughs}
) 81 lrsold. Uvlildbe 82 in a couple of months. | work
for the Pemberton Township Board of Education, where
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going to Burlington, | worked for a familyowned
AOOET AOGOG8 ) O xAO A AmhrtyAdhe O
years, | was in top management there. They sent me to
school. | went to Rider Collegel went to New Yak
Management Association School; | got to serve on the
Board of Education in Burlington City for thirtjour years.
So ) 8 OA EAA nAgeal expelddce, Q Bave no
regrets; | have a beautiful family | have a wife and four
children, three of which are college graduates and the top
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beautiful run... for me. And | love coming badkere, and |
come back here quite often; | just ride through the village,
ride just to 8 because it brings back some beautiful
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becauseof it. Beautiful life.0
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B Was RAFRIR) Rut IR feliOSPert as anspslyll, | geg kg5 ap
path to success, really. We thought as kids that we were
probably the poorest kids in the village, and that ewyone
had more than we did, and that those who were able to
move from Whitesbog, [to] someplace else, werbetter-
off, when in fact in retrospect that was really not the case.
So, when | think about Whitesbog and the village, and
Whitesbog as a whole, lee it as part of my success story
in life.0
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those who know me well. What brought me to Whitesbog
were my parents; | was born and raised here in
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(continuedfrom pagel) ordinarily make. And then of course as the bushes got
Whitesbog. From 1934954, this was where | lived. We bigger, we were able to take them out and plant ttm in
were raised in a village [Rome] where everybody knew the field. Because my dad was a row boss, | was able to go
AGAOUTT AN Ul 6 xAOA ET DBAOAGutir the fiekd® dn® Wokki aldibded yeaAdidFar tweve -

mother and father, | thought, were very poor, andthe UAAOO 11 Ah xEAT OEA 1 O0EAO
reason why | thought hat | think is because we were because he knew when the overseers were going to
DOl AAAT U OEA TT1U £AIEI U OEeoké orAvEeA pedple werdgdiAdo domditd iovastig4t® A O

else had a car. They could get out of the village, they whether you had child labor going on. He could chase us

could go places, and the only way we got out of the away and we could get away with that. And so as a result,

village to go places was with our uncle, aunt, or a friend my sisterand I8 1 U T 1 ABOG AOH 0 GRA (

Sowe saw that as being awful bu8 & OEA 1T OEAOO AEAT 860 AAOA OEAC

out and work as much as we possibly could and it was a

i chance to make some money. ltwas gre&t EO x AO
O9AAERh xA EAA & bBAD ABAI AR AiQdvopedEchaRberries as a kid. And the cranberries

we wanted, we had what we needed. The beautiful part you could make good money. | was a good picker, too; |

for me personally- | had aunts and uncles that regl took  was one of the besto
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got to go places that probably my brothers and sisters

Interviewer: Did you have everything you needed here?
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i money real qwc you were good at it and the
O0-U AAA EAA A-folratfahdf@Qddd of Adrafderies had a good crop, you could make a bunch of
blueberries on Route 70. Now how did he get that money-what we called a bunch of moneyAT T 8 O A&l
blueberry field8 x A AEAT 60 EAOA 11 Isdd) wéed t8r® dentE &hdhout, &n@ if yod could get a

Haines and his wife donated to my dad, my uncle, and Loudollar an hour, that was big time money, you know, so,
Grant four and a half acres each of their property back in when you worked in cranberries you could make more
1946.So they could have their own blueberry farm, but money than you even did in bluebems. It was a great
yet work here. So they worked here, and they worked on Way to you know, to finance yourseld
their farm as well. When you think of those kinds of Lox s s A A oA oA g o
things, | think of the impact that the Haines had on A E Ahl 60 CAO or x1 QE EI
VEmAS ) AAT OAL T iesitefatofeBibd 5% fd;t ROFRY Woi'g U 220
JUSE bring chills to meo Packlng House. OB tfas only in 1952 that we began to
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cranberries. And | started working when | was nine years Packing House, or driving the vehicle, or working around
ITTA8 -U AAA xAO xEAO OEAU iAthé @agd.ANodds a Attle®i, 11 workdd righd hehe inU 1
know like, he was kind of the leadeof the gang; andsol - EOO 7EEOQOA8O A1 1 xAO CAAAIT
was able to go out and work even at nine years old. We weeding her flowers and things like that. | worked with an
were permitted to work in the winter time. We used to adult, but it was an opportunity here, again, to work and
make the blueberryshoots8 ) AT 160 EI | xmake/ feld UdlarsFahd ske was very sympathetic about
how to make blueberries... how the bushes start. They thefact8 OEA ET Ax x.Asoxokjigefa kipihd O
start as you pune the bush, and you prune off certain opportunity to earn a couple pennies, or a quarter, or a
cuttings and then in the winter time, you cut those nickel, or whatever it was, just kind of blessed her as well
cuttings to a certain length, and then you put themyou as me()
stick them in the ground8 OEAU EAOA Ol 10\ q_
e 1o e AL OEAT € hrowat A MERIE Ta1 O g MBS Eibeppn o ¢
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then we take them out and we put them out in a field. Not perspective as a little kid she [ElizabethWhite] was the
A0 A AOOEh AO OEEO bPI ET O FEithesdpeda thithe wdid, | meaniwBoh@iCaariagd ab
so, we were allowed to do that because we were friends house like this, and was always dressed very statély
x EOE OE A letglike dvénAcenS an hour, or five you know what | mean? And at the same time, very
cents an hour, or sixcentsanhott x EAOAOAO Eblmpasdiddate..."c&idy... about every single person she
OO0EI 1T EO xAO A xAU Oi1 i AEAcaddin dontdctiwithdl inead, BvA @okedliaOherxak &ids A 1
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was common in terms of how she treated us. And to live you were going to be taken care of no matter whab

in a house like this, where you could drive around the
back 8 OEA EAA AT Al AOGAOT O
bringyou upstairs8 AT A OEA
And she would put on her hat and whatever, and be
AOi OT A EAOA8 Ul O OAA 11 x

{pointing to photograph}, | worked in this garder8 OE A
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down tﬁ‘e street right-down in ‘New~Lisbon on Browns
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meanta lot tome8 OEAO [ AAmefTo horklir Oy O You E1re (0 enloy your lfes :
OEA Ai OO 10 OEA 1xiA0BO gq/ﬂ‘eol(el\yrs'ﬁg'e day. Recagfomorquamay ngtRed s ¢
whatever; and yet, she would take time to converse with 0) EAOA 17 OACOAOO8 , EAA
you, even as a kid. It was just a beautiful, beautiful thing. G1 T A8 AT A ) EAOA EOOO EAA
She stands out as being extra, extra special, like an angelpart of that, all of the people have | have met here, and
almost,interi O T £ EA UI 0 xAOA A mheatired e ldd hglpedknieCed pushHeil dne aloAdFvAl O |
xAOG Al AT CAih A CEAZEO OEAO navdr éver foigét.NeverCThAOHa@B B8 OKA B HOIO
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famous people in my life, because of the company that | are a part of my life. Thankyod ) Al Ol A OYAIl E
worked for, but when | think alpbut those persons as

compared to her, there was really no comparison.

Because as a kid, five or six or seven or eight years old, toFgotnotes
I1TTE AO A DPAOOGIT 1 EEA OEAQnhe aeuatoBstd existdahd idrfhdly] EAAOGAAO ETN EJ
owned this whole great big place, and yet would talk to us front hallway.

and speak b us and nurture us just as if she was a 24 EEO xAO 1100 1EEAT U 30ATI1AU
nobody. It was a great, great experience. | cannot tell you that Iiyed in _Browns Mills. It is _however correct that
enough about how | feel deep down inside about Fred(_arlck Coville and Elizabeth Whit¢ogether, developed
7TEEOAOAIC8 .ix 11U OEOOAOO ATRNIRETWEXWS A11606 T AARAOOAOD
see it the same way; but at the same time they réad that
OEEO EO xEAOA xA AAI A &EOIIh
weare.So8 )81 OAITET C Uil O6h ) A
the memories that | have her®@ a 31 EI AOh
thoughtfully}.
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Moonlight Walks

i AAA OO0 «x

at Whitesbog

O7EAT 211 A xAO 1 CECEITAIIRA
backin some time8 EO xAO 11T A | £ OEN Al
migrant workers. And, in my travels, and | travel down in 0OANn aJd most Sma
the Bridgetown areas where you had those vegetable : : : e
farms, you had chicken farms and whatevéd 1 1 OE| Listen to the filgHES OIS

experience the seasonal changes of the
Pinelands. Moonlight W alks are & milesof
easypaced hikingover sandy roads antails,
led by experienced leaders.

could compare to Whitesbog. No village add compare to
Whitesbog for migrant workers. And the one thing that |
have to share... with Whitesbog, we were considered
migrant workers and whatever but they took care of you
... they really took care of you, as much as you know, we
were segregated beause that was a time. Blacks were
Al AAREO AT A xEEOAO xAOA xEEC
together and so we accepted that. Where could you go
OEAO OEAO xAOT 60 OEA AAOAe
went but Harold Haines, Isaiah Haine8 8 8 ) AT 1
remember Joe Haines too mucl8 EA xAO A
when | was here, but Isaiah Haines and Harold Haines
actually ran the village. They took care of every single
person. If a person got in trouble, they got them out of it.

If something happened in the viage, they were there to

Monthly on Saturdaysiclosest to the full
moon. $5/person donation; reservations i
requested 60893464

oYou hapenoit: - uilsy
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hushed trails.and-lesgavelled bywayss
by moonlight.6



Whitesbog at Volunteer
Appreciation Month Event

Zach Rubeo Completes Eagle Scout
Project

Whitesbog receives a Certificate of Aggation.
Pictured are: Tom Keck(State Park Servicg)Terry
Schmidt (DEP remsentativgy, Allison  Pierson
(Whitesbog Executive Director) Kiyomi Locker
(Whitesbog Archivisf)and Dave RobbingState Park
Servce)

OC/ April 29th, in celebration of April being National
olunteer Month, the Division of Parks and Forestry
held a volunteer appreciation event aWharton State

Forest for our Officially Recognized Friends (ORF) groups.

Volunteer groups in attendance received a certificate of
appreciation, had the chance to have onRen-one
conversations with Director Olivia Glenn, go on a guided
tour of Batsto Village, and to network with other friends
groups throughout the state. In addition, Assistant

Commissioner Ray Bukowski was in attendance and gave

remarks about his time in the tate Park Service and
talked to individual Friends Organizations about thei
upcoming plans.

We look forward to attending this event annually in the
future. A special thank you to Batsto Citizens Committee /
Historic Batsto Village for donating theafreshments and
the Accidental JugBand and friends for performing.

In addition, we would like to say thank you to the New
Jersey Governor's Office of Volunteerism for collaborating
with us on this event and providing our volunteers
certificates sigred by NJ Department of State, Secretary
of State, Tahesha Way/

Eagle ScoutZach Rubedfourth from left) withproject
colleagues ready for actbn.

his past summer, Troop 100 member, Zach Rubeo

from Marlton, New Jersey completed his Eagle Scout
Project at Whitesbog Village. His project congésl of
directing his team of volunteers to clear out a previolys
unused barn to build a wooden floorso the space could
be used to store equipment or could act as a place to host
various events and activities. The project was a great
success as materialsvere relocated from the barn to
make space for the flooring with has benefited the
Whitesbog Preservation Trust. The completion of this
project allowed Zach to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout in
February and would not have been possible without the
help of the Whitesbog Preservation Trust/
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May

26 - Suningive House Tours 12-4p.m.
Take a tour of the historic home of Suningive, designed and built
for Elizabeth C. White, the "Blueberry Queen". The home has
been preserved and slowly restored with the help of the
Whitesbog Preservation Trust. This beautiful Craftsman home
constructed in 1923 has unusual features and hidden treasures,
unique fixtures and woodwork, garage and porches with 2nd and
3rd story views out over the cranberry bogs, her native pine
barrens botanical garden, pond and woodland trails. Tickets are
$5 which are a direct donation to the Archives funding, which is
located inside the house. The event will be from 12-4, with tours
running throughout that time. Last tour begins at 3:30 pm.

June

1 - Blueberry Festival Planning Meeting  9:30 a.m.
Join our team as we prep for the Blueberry Festival! Short
meeting at the General Store to get started on some projects.

1 - Volunteer Work Day 10a.m. -3 p.m.
Come out and join our volunteers in outdoor or indoor projects in
the village. You can choose from helping to clear trails and
garden paths or helping to organize our supplies for events! Both
get you lunch in the General Store classroom and time to enjoy
the beautiful natural surroundings! Tools provided, tasks for all
ages, meet at the general Store at 10 a.m.

1 - Village Walking Tour
Hi ke the Historic
and visit Suningive , the workeros
buil dings that speak to
advance reservations requested but not required - 609-893-4646.

1 - National Trails Day
A variety of guided hikes and programs will be happening
including a dog walk gathering, nature walks and more. Check
our Facebook Event page for more information.

8 - New Jersey Free Fishing Day

all day & everywhere
For more information see the state NJDEP website:
https://www.njfishandwildlife.com/ffd.htm

11 - Board Meeting 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Board Meetings take place in the General Store and are open to
the public

15 - Moonlight Walk 8 p.m.
Listen to the night sounds of the Pines, learn about Whitesbog
and experience the seasonal changes of the Pinelands. All walks
are 3-5 miles in length, weather permitting and led by
experienced leaders. $5/person donation, reservations requested
609-893-4646

15 - Pre-Festival Work Day
Festival meeting 6:30 p.m. at the General Store.

17- 21 - Blueberry Festival Prep-Week for Staff and

Volunteers

Join in the fun as we get ready for Blueberry Festival! Volunteers
get free t-shirts and pizza lunch. Great for offices and teams,
clubs and families to come out and lend a hand! Contact

1p.m.
Village,

6:30 p.m.

| e ar nMom Ihformation \dthe tWater ICargvél Facebabk page.i n

c eums & g e13a BEF \Poluheeer ThHIPk You Picnic
Whitesbogds

Whiteshog:d¥g .
o . Y e

whitesbogevents@gmail.com to set up a day to help out or
check our Facebook page.

22 & 231 36" Ann. Whitesbog Blueberry Festival

10a.m.-4p.m.
The Whitesbog Blueberry Festival is an old-fashioned country fair
set in the Pine Barrens historic village with museums, historic
homes, a General Store, tractor-pulled wagon rides to the
blueberry field to pick heirloom berries, local handmade craft
vendors, local folk music, with berries for sale from a local
blueberry farm. This event helps support many local businesses,
artists, farms, chefs and proceeds benefit community programs
and preservation of the historic village, farm fields, trails and
Elizabeth White Gardens, open to the public for free year-round.

July

6 - Volunteer Work Day 10a.m.i 3 p.m.
(See June 1 for details.)

6 - Village Walking Tour 1p.m.

(See June 1 for details.)

13 - Pemberton Twp. Water Carnival 4-11p.m.
Start preparing your Water Carnival float entry now! Join the
festivities with food trucks, games, local and community
organizations. Watch the Parade of Floats as they cross the
water of Mirror Lake and stay for the fantastic fireworks display!

hi st

heritage.

$5 donggd AN/ oheh s 0N

While we will be putting away supplies from the Blueberry
Festival, we will also take some time for a long lunch to thank the
many volunteers, groups and staff who put on the festival: Free
lunch in the General Store classroom and picnic area if the
weather is nice. New volunteers welcome!

20 - Moonlight Walk 8 p.m.
(See June 15 for details.)
23 - Board Meeting 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
28 - Blueberry Living History Event 1-4p.m.
Vi sit al | t he vill agebs inter

landscapes, pick blueberries, take a wagon ride and more at the
summertime Living History Event! The Village comes alive with
workers and residents finther daiy e
activities, walk the trails, explore the houses and the Cranberry &
Blueberry Muse u m. Visit Suningive, t he
Queeno. Tal k with those who helgy
Americads favorite fruiadaudbecomd/a wo
part of our Living History. Call 609-893-4646 for additional
detail s. | Its, @5 for&kifs cliildren 3 & dnder are free.
Tickets are available in advance at Eventbrite and there is a
discount for families when buying in advance on Eventbrite only.

The General Store will be open with snacks, jams, pie, toys, local
interest books, maps, and more from 10 am.- 4 p.m. The
Accidental Jug Band will be playing on the porch of the store.

Last Village tour begins at 3:15 p.m. Wagon rides leave every

half hour from the front of the General Store. Last ride leaves at

3:30 pm. Wagon ride included in price of admission.
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A Baseball Team from Whitesbog

This image comes from the Whitesbog Preservatiast TArchives. Its time period might be th@3@s, but might be
earlier, or might be later. Do you know anything about this tedinydu have informationgontact the Archives a
whitesbogpresemrtionarchives@gmail.conCollected informabn will be sharedin a future Newsletter issue.

The Whitesbog Blueberry Festival
is Back for its 36 Year

As always, blueberries will be the startio¢ show. Enjoy  ['§ M6\

fresh, locally made blueberry pies, donuts, muffins ,;.»-‘! ,
fritters and more from theae shop. Fresh blueberries will S | 4
be available for purchase by the pint, or to pick your ofvn.
The General Store will be open, offering locally made craftg
Pine Barrens memorabilia, efdshioned toys and candy,
snacks, chocolate covered blueberries, cold drinks, and m
mor e. On the porch, youod |l
Shirts, ice oeam, and a native plant sa§¢Wander through
our hi storic workero6s cottage
for handson activities like screen printing” The Whitesbog L
Gallery will be open as well with an art exhibit of local Workers Cottages, the Ice House, and other historic
makersy Stop by the Cranbermnd Blueberry Museurfor _bundlngs will be open for_v!sr[ors to catch a glimpse o_f life
an informative overview on the village and its agricultural 7 @ 1 9 0 0 0ysVisifoms cam aldo dop on a guided
roots. The Barrel Factory will be open for a series of talk¥/@gon tour that loops through the village, cranberry bogs,
covering topics such as the history and ecology df€Servoirs, and beberry fieldsy Back by popular demand,
Whitesbog and surrounding PinelangisBrowse the wares €Nty is only $5.00 per car load! Pedestrians, bicycles, anc
of over 30 Vendors. There will even be face painting anfrotorcycles are likewise $5 each. Admission is cash ghly.
airbrush tattoosy’ On the beginnings of our new stage, heafiandicap and motorcycle parking is available in the main
the local sounds of musiciang Be sure to take a tour of wlIage lot. Parking is remote, bubmplimentary shuttles are
Suningive, the home of Elizabeth Coleman White. y  availabley’
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